
15. Seated scribe 

Saqqara, Egypt. Old Kingdom, Fourth Dynasty. C. 2620 – 2500 B.C.E. Painted limestone 

 Video at Khan Academy 

 Article at Wikipedia and Louvre 

 the eyes inlaid with rock crystal, magnesite (magnesium carbonate), copper-arsenic alloy, and nipples made of 

wood. The dimensions are: Height: 53.7 cm; width: 44 cm; depth: 35 cm 
o eyes: modeled in rich detail out of pieces of red-veined white magnesite which were elaborately inlaid 

with pieces of polished truncated rock crystal. The back side of the crystal was covered with a layer of 

organic material which at the same time gives the color to the iris and serves as an adhesive. Two 

copper clips hold each eye in place 

 soft and slightly overweight body, suggesting he is well off and does not need to do any sort of physical labor. He 

sits in a cross-legged position that would have been his normal posture at work. His facial expression is alert and 

attentive, gazing out to the viewer as though he is waiting for them to start speaking. He has a ready-made 

papyrus scroll laid out on his lap but the reed-brush used to write is missing.[1] Both his hands are positioned on 

his lap. His right hand is pointing towards the paper as if he has already started to write while watching others 

speak. He stares calmly at the viewer with his black outlined eyes 

 The identity of the person represented remains unknown. The semicircular base of the sculpture suggests that it 

originally fitted in a larger piece of rock which presumably carried its name and title. This somewhat unusual 

pose was, it seems, reserved for members of the immediate royal family, although not for the king himself 

 The statue was dated to the period of the 4th Dynasty, 2620–2500 BC 
o The dating itself remains uncertain; the period of the 6th dynasty has also been suggested. One 

additional fact in favor of the earlier date is that the statue is represented in “writing” position while it 

seems that scribes from the period after the 5th dynasty have been portrayed mainly in “reading” 

position 

  is usually associated to the person of Pehernefer.  
o Certain stylistic characteristics, unusual thin lips, broad chest and the posture of the torso might support 

this theory.  

 discovered near a tomb made for an official named Kai 

 Many pharaohs and high-ranking officials would have their servants depicted in some form of image or sculpture 

so that when they went to the afterlife they would able to utilize their skills to help them in their second life. The 

scribes were some of the very few who knew how to read and write, and were highly regarded and well-paid 

 scribes were needed for operations of the state at all levels."[2] Scribes were used for multitude of things 

involving everyday Egyptian life, they would be used as tax collectors and were in charge of organizing personnel 

for activities such as mining, trade and war. Scribes were also used to work on projects like pyramid building and 

helped communicate between the rulers and the Egyptian people 
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